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These documents provide an oversight of Angelo Roncalli’s humanitarian 
personality and especially with regard to his friendship toward the Jewish 
people; his intervention with King Boris, of Bulgaria, in favor of the Jews there, 
and the help afforded by him to fleeing Jews during Roncalli’s stay in Istanbul, 
Turkey – going so far as eliciting the support of Franz von Papen, the German 
ambassador in Turkey. For the purpose of the nomination of Roncalli to the title 
of “Righteous Among the Nations” we have selected from this batch the 
following documents: 
 

  
1. “Meeting with the Jews of America, October, 12th, 1960”.  Translation of a 

letter delivered by a group of American Jews, representatives of the UJA 
(United Jewish Appeal), conveying the group’s “appreciation for the 
important role that members of the Church played in saving the lives of 
many Jews, especially in France and Italy, during WWII” and thanking John 
XXIII-Roncalli for his personal role.  “[…] Your Holiness, while serving as 
the Holy See representative in Turkey, worked very zealously and 
exercised all His influence in order to save European Jews”.  Includes a 
handwritten note by the Pope. 

 
2. John XXIII orders that the word “perfidious”, as referred to the Jews, be 

forever stricken from the Holy Friday prayer, 1959.  
 

3. E-mail correspondence by Prof. Nenov to Monsignor Capovilla containing a 
passage in French from a book by Gitta Sereny, indicating that Roncalli 
intervened with King Boris of Bulgaria to save thousands of Jews.  On the 
second page, Capovilla writes to Nenov and encloses “seven documents” 
concerning Roncalli’s relations with King Boris. 

 
4. Letter by Angelo Roncalli to King Boris, in French, from ADSS (Actes et 

Documents du Saint Siege). 
   

 
5. Excerpt from the documents of the “Day in Memory of Pope John XXIII and 

Jules Isaac”, Bergamo, January 16th, 1994.  “God’s Knight”, by Loris 
Francesco Capovilla. On p. 166: “While serving the Holy See in Turkey and 
Greece (1935-44), archbishop Roncalli was very much engaged in assistance 
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to Jews and the facilitation of their emigration to Palestine or to the 
Americas, in agreement with other pontifical representatives and diplomats, 
including the Head of the German Mission, Franz von Papen and his 
collaborators.  This engagement was motivated by a common sense of 
humanity […].  On October 17th, 1960, John XXIII gave audience to 130 
members of the United Jewish Appeal: Jewish Study Mission (USA).  On 
that occasion, Rabbi Herbert Friedman, after officially thanking the Catholic 
Church for what it did in favor of the Jews, explicitly stated: 
During many years Your Holiness, with great commitment and solidarity, 
has acted to alleviate the suffering of the persecuted of any religious creed.  
When Hitler had turned Europe into a dark prison, Your Holiness, as the 
Holy See representative in Turkey, acted tirelessly to save the Jews of 
Europe […]. 
In his response, the Pope said that he remembered very well what he was 
able to accomplish […] 
The commander of a ship carrying thousands of children risked having to 
hand over the little passengers to an enemy power.  Thanks to the 
intervention and the words of the apostolic delegate [sic], the ship was 
instead rerouted towards a harbor where safety would be assured. 
 

 
6.   Von Papen’s statement pp. 23-28; letter from Roncalli to von Papen on 

August 4th, 1944, pp. 29-30.  Von Papen indicated that when he was posted in 
Turkey “many fugitives arrived in Turkey, mostly from the eastern States on the 
coast of the Black Sea.  Many of the fugitives were Jews.  Since they had no 
means, they represented a heavy burden for Turkey.  In this painful situation 
Roncalli saw an opportunity for charitable activity and offered his help.  When I 
was based in Istanbul, I would frequently meet with Monsignor Roncalli, nearly 
every day, and we would discuss how we could help the refugees.  As the 
ambassador, I had at my disposal a fund, which I could manage freely, with no 
requirement to account for the expenses.  Drawing from this fund, I established 
a stock of food and clothes, which were distributed according to Roncalli’s 
wishes and intentions.  I recall that often, following Roncalli’s requests, I 
ensured that refugees would not be sent back, but, if they were Jews, that they 
would be allowed to proceed to Israel [Palestine].” Franz von Papen, Aachen, 3rd 
[03.12.1968], pages 25-26. 
































































